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From the Director ~ 

 

The 11th year and my last year at Alder Grove is more than half 

way over.  I have been reflecting on Alder Grove during these 

dark cold wet weekends and I realize that this opportunity has 

been one of the most amazing things in my life.  Alder Grove has 

grown to be one of, if not the best options for education in Hum-

boldt County.  We have established a caring, energetic, eclectic 

team of educators and staff.  I am truly blessed, but adventure 

calls and I will be retiring at the end of this school year. 

 

Please take some time to have your students prepare for the 

Smarter Balanced, the state mandated tests in April.  We are of-

fering Math Performance task classes for middle school and high 

school students with no charge out of budget.  Performance tasks 

are basically long word problems and they are weighted heavily 

on the Smarter Balanced tests.  Math wizard Aimee Simmons 

will be sharing strategies, and techniques to work through these 

types of problems.  We also have free printed test prep books; 

ask your CT if you haven’t gotten one yet.  Lastly, there is test 

prep on the Smarter Balanced site.  Take some time to review the 

practice tests and see what your students will be expected to do 

this spring.  Although our mission is parent choice and personal-

ized learning for all students, we are a public school and so 

bound by these mandates.  Our students are expected to perform 

better each year.  It is one of the accountability methods used to 

maintain our charter and keep our school open. 

 

On Friday February 24 at noon, I would like to invite you all to 

an information and feedback session on our Local Control Ac-

countability Plan (LCAP) at the school.  As some of you know, 

the LCAP is ongoing plan where stakeholders have the opportu-

nity help drive our goals and actions.  If you are interested in 

learning more about the LCAP and our goals, please plan to at-

tend.  You also have the opportunity to provide us with feedback 

in the parent survey which should be shared with you.  Check 

this newsletter for more information on the survey. 

 

I am hoping by the time you read this, days are longer and spring 

is in the air.  Thank you all for entrusting us with your students’ 

education.   As always, I welcome your ideas, comments, and 

input on our program. Please do not hesitate to contact me for 

any reason. 

 

Jenni Allen-SanGiovanni, 

Director 

jenni@aldergrovecharter.org 

 

The School Spelling Bee 

Will be JANUARY 30th at 3:45 PM  

(NOT Feb 6th as posted in prior newsletter) 

Science Fair! 

Wednesday, February 15th 

1:30 PM 

We will be having the science fair here at school! 

Come see some of Alder Grove’s science projects! 

For questions, contact Kathy at 

kathy.yeager@aldergrovecharter.org.  

Hello Families, 
 

As many of you know, we are collecting stakeholder input 

in survey form for our upcoming WASC visit. You, as 

stakeholders in both Alder Grove and the education of your 

children, can give us feedback on your experiences in our 

school. In turn, we will report the results to WASC, the 

Western Association of Schools and Colleges.  

 

From the WASC website: “WASC accreditation is an on-

going six-year cycle of quality whereby schools demon-

strate the capacity, commitment, and competence to sup-

port high-quality student learning and ongoing school 

improvement.”  

 

We are very proud to have earned initial accreditation in 

2011 and continually work to maintain and improve the 

educational opportunities offered at Alder Grove. You 

can find the Parent/Guardian Survey in your newsletter 

email to be filled out electronically, or in paper form in 

the office. Please have these surveys completed and  

returned by Friday, February 10th. Your input is 

highly valued! 

 

Survey Direct Link:  
https://goo.gl/forms/nYSAgenx05q3ZLvF2 

https://goo.gl/forms/nYSAgenx05q3ZLvF2


 

Career Exploration Group Job Shadow Opportunity!  
(4-8  High School students max.) 
Fredrick and Charles Beauty College 

831 F. Street 

Eureka, CA 95501 

Tuesday,  February 28 

9:30-11:30am 
Students will receive a FREE beauty service by a Fredrick and Charles student and learn about their ex-

perience at the school and steps they should take to move forward with this career!  

Please sign up at front office or call Jen Burtram 707-268-0854 

 

 

FAFSA REMINDER!  
Please take 20 minutes to complete a FREE Application for Student Aid for your graduates.  

This is the key to most other grants and scholarships.   https://fafsa.ed.gov/ 

 

If you completed your FAFSA, don't forget to create/check your Webgrants for Students account at   

https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/ and accept any CalGrant aid you were awarded! Congratulations!   

 

SAT Fee Waivers are available for qualifying 11th and 12th grade students  

(income based/free/reduced lunch/foster/homeless qualifies.)  

If you're not sure, please contact your CT or the College and Career Coordinator Jen Burtram  

707-268-0854.   

Students who are even CONSIDERING attending a four year  

university immediately after high school need to take this test.  

Waiver can be used for one free SAT test ($57.00 value) or 3 SAT Subject tests taken on a single day 

($92.00 value) and are valid through August 2017. We will have more waivers for 11th graders who want 

to take it again next year. You need the waiver signed for the free registration.  

Spring test dates are:  

 

Jan 21        register by Jan 10 

March 11    register by Feb 28 

May 6         register by April 25 

June 3        register by May 24 
 
- Jen Burtram 

707-268-0854 

Group Volunteer Opportunity! 
Sequoia Humane Society 

6073 Loma Avenue 

Eureka, CA 95503 

Friday February 10 

1:00-3:00pm 
 

Do you LOVE ANIMALS? The Sequoia Humane Society needs dog-walkers, kitty companions, shelter 

buddies, office helpers, and MORE! Come hang out with some furry friends  

and learn how you can get involved and lend a hand!  

Please sign up at the front office or call Jen Burtram 707-268-0854 

tel:(707)%20268-0854
https://fafsa.ed.gov/
https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/
tel:(707)%20268-0854
tel:(707)%20268-0854


Thank you Sawyer Jackson, grade 5, 

 for this wonderful  

Happy New Year balloon drawing! 

Taevia Salazar-Pettit was recognized as Girl of 

the Month (January) by Soroptimist Club of 

Humboldt Bay. Taevia's tireless dedication to 

making the world a better place through outreach 

and community service sets a wonderful example 

for us all! Congratulations, Taevia! 

 

The following are from Writing Lab students  

responding to a poem by Christina Rosetti that  

begins with the words "My heart is like" : 

My heart is like a running car, driving through the desert. 

My heart is like the birds and bees. 

My heart is like a pointy cacti in the deserts of Arizona. 

-Christopher Overholt age 10 

My heart is like an owl, singing in the trees. 

My heart is like a wind whistling through a tree. 

-Isabella Lear,  age 10 

My heart is like earthquakes...boom-boom-boom! 
My heart is like a raging fire that no one can stop. 
-August Nissen, age 12  

My Heart is like the soaring sound of wind as it blows down 

river. 

-Sorrin Madonna, age 14 

My heart is like 9 pulsing computers. 

It’s like 9 box of code. 

My heart is like 9 loving computers. 

-Julian McGowan, age 11 

 

Thank you to Idyath Yassemi for another 

beautiful holiday display in our lobby.   

 

Thank you to Idyath and Luana Nelson for 

gathering and processing our Box Tops 

labels and Labels For Education.  

 

Don’t forget to turn in your Box Tops and 

Labels for Education labels here in the 

lobby! 

...your pot of gold at the end of the rainbow... 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Chinese Golden Dragon Acrobats 
HSU Center Arts, Van Duzer Theater at HSU 

 

Wednesday, February 15, 2017 

9:30 AM 
35 seats available 

$7.50 per person, no siblings or guests 

Students out of school budget,  

parents pay cash to sign up. 

Parents responsible for own parking fees at HSU 
 

Combining 25 centuries of tradition with contemporary 

Cirque Du Soleil-style touches of theatricality, this 

210member troupe from China’s Hebei Province amazes 

audiences of all ages with timeless thrills.  Daring feats of 

athletic discipline and grace, brilliant costumes, music and 

movement both  ancient and modern. The Golden Dragon 

Acrobats have been the most popular U.S. ambassadors for 

this spectacularly colorful Chinese art form for three dec-

ades….”proving that the impossible can be achieved, and 

once achieved, surpassed.”    

-Associated Press 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

African Guitar Summit 

HSU Center Arts Van Duser Theater 

 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

11:00 AM 
35 seats available 

$7.50 per person, no siblings or guests 

Students out of school budget,  

parents pay cash to sign up. 

Parents responsible for own parking fees at HSU 

 
With roots across the African continents, this star-studded 

collective unites the talents of six musicians to showcase a 

diversity of styles and fiery fretboard skills.  The unique 

show features Guinea’s A;lph YaYa Diallo, Madagascar’s 

Donne Roberts and Madagascar Slim, and the heartbeat of 

drummer Kofi Ackah from Ghana.  They are all backed by 

electric bass and ballfon played by Naby Camara from 

Guinea.  The Summit is a ghigh-energy collaboration that 

knows no borders-filled with musical stories, sparkling indi-

vidual showcases, and inspiring collaborations.  

For Grades K-6: 

For Grades 6-12: 

 
Indoor Rock Climbing 

HSU Student Recreation Center  Climbing Gym 

 

Wednesday, February 22nd 

9AM-Noon 

$24.00 (student budget or cash only) 

 
 Students will learn essential climbing skills in a fun, challenging, and supportive environment. Students will be intro-

duced to climbing gear, climbing techniques, safety checks, knot tying, belaying, and clear communication skills. Students 

attending this trip should meet at the gym at 9AM. The gym is located on the east side of the HSU Football Stadium. The 

stadium is at the north end of Union Street in Arcata, where the road dead ends. There will be 15 available spots for this 

trip. The cost of the trip is $24, which can be paid for using the student’s budget or the student can pay $24 in cash (No 

Checks) when he/she signs up. The sign-up sheet and required forms will be available at the front office (Ruth’s desk). If a 

student needs to cancel, it needs to be done by noon on the 16th of February to not be charged for the trip. Terri Tripp will 

be there to greet and check-in students as they arrive. If you have any questions or concerns,  

contact Terri Tripp at: 407-8196 or by email: terri.tripp@aldergrovecharter.org 

http://www.goldendragonacrobats.com/s/cc_images/cache_3024521904.jpg?t=1320433662
mailto:terri.tripp@aldergrovecharter.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwijmL7WqODRAhVS3GMKHTqgDM0QjRwIBQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.canstockphoto.com%2Fillustration%2Frock-climber.html&psig=AFQjCNEezoZeWgCz86xSA-ZSRFjo1mopIg&ust=148553752796


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 30 
 
3:45—Spelling Bee 
for 4th through 9th 
grades.  Sign up at 
front desk 

31 Jan. 1 2 
 
 
 
3:00-4:00—Student 
Council Meeting 

3 4 

5 6 
 
 
 

7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 1410:30A—
Governance Council 
meeting 

15 
9:30 AM—Chinese 
Golden Dragon 
Acrobats, field trip—
grades K-6, HSU 
 
1:30 PM— 
Science Fair here 

16 
 
 
 
3:00—4:00—Student 
Council Meeting 

17 18 

19 20 21 22 
9:00—Rock Climb-
ing field trip, grades 
6-12, HSU 

23 24 25 

26 27 28     

February 2017 

Presidents’  Day(s) ~ 

NO SCHOOL 
No On-campus Classes this week— 

School is open 8:30 - 4:30  

Middle & High Schoolers! 

 

You are always welcome to come participate in the 

Student Council meetings every other Thursday in the 

computer lab from 3:00—4:00 PM. For questions, con-

tact Ami at 834-8965 or 

ami.wruck@aldergrovecharter.org 


